6 


RELA T [ O N* 


OF THE FEAR E#\ Þ 


EVLL ESTATE OF 
Francis Spire, in the 
Fe 1548. 


c__—_—_—_—_ 3 


L 


The backeſlider in bon fleet bu 


owe Waits, Prov, 14. 14+ 


LON DUN, \ 
Printed by 1, Lofor P il (Sreplon, and 
k arthe g 
ch=y 


oy OWE "I ly, I Y »% Tc  Y INS <E Si, x Dy 


A — 


| $8232262. 


| A Preface. 


0 R trwth of thu Hifls- 
ry enſuing , befides car= 
cumſt ances of place,per- 


ſon, 14me, occaſion , ſo exatt'y ob- 
ſerved, I referre my ſelfe ro the 
Relation of thoſe Godly men , who 
in ſeverall languages have mant- 
fefted to the world the ſeveral! paſe 
ſages thereof : and although 1 ans 
net ignorant , that at the firſt they 
were not only not credited, but alſs 
diſcredited and ſlandered , by ſuch 
4s found them to bee a Bluy to the 
Romane Profeſstow, yet they lo#t not 
t their luſtre thereby , but bring ac- 
| quitted by many Compurgators of 
| ſeverall Natiens , and ſome of the 
Romiſh Religion, being all of them 
{peddators of this Tragedie. It 0c- 
A 2 caſioned 
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Faſroned not only a further mani- 
feftation and confirmation of the 
truth, but alſo a large & more fre- 
quent confluence, to ſee that which 
they had formerly only beard of. 
Thy partly appeareth out of the 
ſucceeding Story ; but more fully 
out of an Apology written by Ver- 
gerius Brſhop of Iuſtinople , who 
was accuſed for diſperſmg the fame 


of this Example to the ſtaine of 
P opery, in which CA pology to N. | 


Rotcan, Suffragen of Padua, « 
ſhortly and = declared , what 
was ſaid, what was done, and who 
were preſent. If that it be deman- 
ded , what mooved mee to compile 


this Treatiſe; Spira--tell them that - 


it ſhould teach feare and reverence, 
and indeed among all thoſe that 
come to ſee him , few or none ve- 


goe ſee him again,but I exceedingly 
feare 


| 


turnes unſbaken. Vergerius in his | 
firſt Epitile ſaith , 1 would faine 


, kJ « *%C A — "IO 


IK®a SS ee 


DD DB a 


| 
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feare and tremble , and in "bis A. 


| pologie ſaith , it #® ſucha rare ex- 


ample, as I would willingly goe 19 
the furtheit parts of the world to 
heare or ſee the like, The Lady 
line to her Fathers Chaplaine 
( that had falne into Spira's ſinne) 
ſaith, remember the lamentable e- 
fate of Spira, I acknowledge that 
there hath beene formerly a Booke 
publiſhed in our Mother tongue, 
concerning this ſabjett but as farre 
4s I can learne ( for 1 conld never 
yer obtaine to ſee any ove of thens ) 
it was nothing ſo large and Various 
« this oy Treatiſe, and as [ 
have heard, a tranſlation of onety 
one of the Trattates, from whence 1 
have gathered tha preſem Diſ- 
conrſe in part. Concerning my care 
and fidelitie in this buſineſſe, it « 
ſuch as I may truely ſay without 
changing of colour, « there i not 
LT fk of all this Worke aatri- 
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buted unto the ptrſon of Spira,but 
it hath it warrant , either from the 
Epiſtles of Vergerius and Gribal- 
dus, Profeſſours of the Law in 
Padua, or from the Diſcourſes of 
Henry Scringer 4 Scotilſh mes, 
Sigiſmund Gelons 4 Tranfilva- 
nian, aud Martin Bocha «s Divine 
of Bafill : neither have I taken any 
other Libertie then 4s 4 Relation to 
weave the aforeſaid Diſcourſes one 
within another , ſo as thoſe which 
wander ſeverall Writers , were be- 
fore counted ſtuerall , are now by 
my indeaveurs reduced into one in- 
tire Hiſtory , connexed by due ſuc- 
ceſſion of time and occaſion , 4s 
y 4s could be aimed at, by 
the circumſtances noted in the Wri- 
tings of thoſe boly and learned men 
before named. 
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A 
RELATION OF 
the fearefull eſtate of 


Fraancls SPira, 


tz N the yeare 1548. 
5 when the glori- 
* ous Sunne of the 


Goſpel was but newly ri- 
ſenin Europe; in the daies 
of the raigne of Edward 
the Sixth of that name 
King of England: In the 
Territory, and under the 
Juriſdiction of the Citie 
of Venice, being the very 
border of Italy, in the 
 A4 towne 
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 towne of Cittadella, lived 
one Francu Spira, a Ci- 
vill Lawyer, an Advocate 


ofgreatrank and eſteeme, 


being of knowne learn- 
ing, &cloquence?of great 
experience, of carriage 
circumſpe&t and ſevere; 
his ſpeech grave & com- 
poſed , his countenance 
ſharpeand auſtere; every 
way befitting that autho- 
ritie whereunto hee was 
adyanced,cndowed vvith 
outward bleſsings , of 
wife, &eleyen children, 
& wealth in abundance : 
what his worſt parts 
were, I haye no other 
War- 
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Francis Spira. 
warrant, then his owne 
words, which(it not tain- 
ted overmuch , with the 
bitterneſle of a deſperate 
mind ,. and bearing the 
countenance rather of 
palsion, then of ſober 
confeſsion) may ſeeme to 
adde a period to all fur- 
ther commendations. 

I was ( ſaid hee) exceſ- 
ſively covetous of money,and 
accordingly I applyed my 
ſelf eto get by injuſtice, cor- 
rupting juſtice by deceit, in- 


% Tenting tricks todelude ju- 


ſtice : good cauſes I either 
defended deceitfully , or ſold 
them tothe adverſary per fi- 


Ay diouſy; 


—_ 
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diouſly, il! cauſes I main- 
tained with all my might, I 
wittingly oppoſed the known 
trmh, and the truſt commit 
ted unto me, I either betray- 
ed or perverted. Thus ha- 
ving worn out forty foure 
yeares , or there abouts, 
and the nevys of the new, 
or rather newly revived 
opinions of Luther com- 
ming into thoſe parts, re- 
preſented an obje&t of 
noveltic unto him , who 
being as deſirous to know 
as hee was famous for 
knowledge, ſuffered not 
thele wandring opinions 


to palle unexamined, but 


| ſearch- 


DO _ 


Fragcis Spira. 
ſearching into-the Scrip- 
tures, and into all bookes 
of Controyerhie that hee 


. could get , both old and 


new; and finding more 
then fame or opinion, he 
began totaſte their nature 
{o well, as he entertaines, 
loves, and ovvnes them at 
length, and with ſuch 
zeale, as he became a pro- 
fellor, yea a teacher of 
them, firſt to his wife, 
children,and family, and 
after to his friends, and 
familiar acquaintance, & 
in compariſon, ſeemed to 
neglect all other affaires; 
intending ever to preſle 


this 


— 


"A Relation of 
this maine point, that Ie 
muſt wholly, and only to de> 


pend on the free, and un- 


changeable love of God in 
the death of Chriſt, as the 
only ſure way to ſalvation : 
and this was the ſumme 
of all his diſcourſe, and 
this continued for the 
ſpace of fixe yeares, or 
there abouts;even ſo lon 

as this fire could keepe it 
ſelfe within private wals; 
but at length it brake 
forth into publique mee- 
tings; ſo as the whole 
Province of Padua daw- 
ned by the luſtre thereof. 
The Clergie finding the 
| trads 


'| ſomepromile la 
| thers fayour,ſome advice; 


Francis Spira. 
trade of their pardons to 
decay ; and their Purga- 
tory to waxe cold, began 
to beſtirre Themſelves, 
gloling their aftions firſt 
with calumnious aſperſ- 
ons upon the whole pro- 
felsion, then more plain- 
ly ſtriking at Spira with 
grievous accuſatios : And 
ra effe& their _ , 

OUT z ©O- 


others maintenance; -all 
joyneto divide, either his 
ſoule from his body , or 
both from God. 

. Now was Iohn Caſa 
the Popes Legate refident 
at 


A Relation of 
at Venice,being by birth a 
Florentine, and one that 
wanted neither malice a- 
gainſt thoſe%of this way , 
nor craftines to effect his 
malicious purpoſes: To 
him thele men repaire 
with outcries againlt Spi- 
ra, that hee was the man 
that codemned the recei- 
yed rites of the Church, 
deluded the Eccleſiaſticall 
power, and ſcandalized 
the policie thereof, one 
of no meane ranke; bein 

2 man of Account and au- 
thoritie, and thereunto, 
learned in the Scriptures, 
elegantin ſpecch ; and in 
one 


Francis Spira. 
one word, a dangerous 
Lutheran , having alſo 
many diſciples,and there- 
fore notto be deſpiſed. 
At this began the Le- 
gate to calt hiseye on the 
terrible alteration that 
lately had hapned in Ger- 
manic, where) 'by the 
means of one onely Lx- 
ther,the Romiſh Religton 
had ſuffered ſuch a blovy, 
2s that it could neither 
bee cured by diſsimulati- 
on, nor defended by 
power ; but the Clergic 
muſt either mend their 
manners, or loſe their 
dignittes : on the other 


fide, 
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ſide, when hee ſaw how 
propenſe the common 
PR inhabiting in the 

ordering countries of I- 
 #aly vvere to entertaine 
| thoſe new opinions, hee 

now Sake it no time 
to diſpute, or perſwade, 
but with ſpeed repaires to 
the Senate » and procures 
authoritie from them to 
ſend for Spira. 

Spira by this time had 
conſidered vvith himſelfe 
of the nature of his car- 
riage, how evident and 
notorious it vvas, and 
therefore ſubje& to bee 
envied by ſuch, as neither 


liked 
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Francis Spira: 
liked his perſon nor Re- 
ligion, hee perceived that 
his opinions were nei- 
ther retyred nor ſpecula- 
tive, but ſuch as aymed 
at the overthrovy of the 
Romiſh Faction, and at 
change of Policie , 
vyherein at the beſt, he 
could expect bur a blou- 
dy victory, and that his 
enemies vvanted neither 
poyver nor occation to 
call him to account in 
publique , vyhen he muſt 
cither Apoſtatize, and 
ſhamefully give his for- 


mer life, yea his ovvn con- 


ſcience the lye, or endure 
the 
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the utmoſt malice of his 
deadly enemies, or for- 
ſake his wife, children, 
friends,goods, authoritie; 
yea, his deare Countrey ; 
and betake himſclfe to a 
forraigne people, there to 
endure a thouſand mi- 
ſeries, that do continually 
waite upon a voluntary 
exile. Being thus diftract- 
ed, androſled in the reſt- 
lefle waves of doubt 

without guid to truſt to, 
or haven to flye to for ſuc- 
cour,; on the ſudden Gods 
Spirit aſsiſting , hee felt a 
calme, and began to di- 
{courſe with himſelfe in 
this 


I 


a 
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Francis Spira. 


this manner : 

Why wandreſt thou thus 

in uncertainties » unhappy 

man ; caſt away feare, put 

on thy ſhield, the ſhield of 

faith , Where u thy wonted 
courage » thy goodneſſe , thy 

conſtancie ? remember that 

Chriſts glorie lies at the 

ſtake, [uffer thou without 
feare, and bee will defend 
thee , hee will tell thee what 
thou ſhalt anſwer ; hee can 
beat downe all danger, bring 
thee out of prift ons raiſe thee 
from the dead, confider Pe- 
ter in the dungeonube Mar- 

trs inthe fire , if thou ma- 

keſt a good confeſſion» thou 
maye(s 
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mayeſt indeed goe to priſon, 
or death,but an eteruall re- 
ward in heaven remaines 
for thee ; What haſt thou in 
this world comparable to e- 
ternall life, to everlaſting 
happineſſe > if thou doſt 0: 
therwiſe, thinke of the ſcan- 
dall. (common people live by 
example, thinking what e- 
ver tu done , it well done ) 
feare the loſſe of peace and 
joysfeare hell, death and c- 
Fernall wrath ; or if _ == 
Aeſb be ſo ftrone, arto cauſe | 
thee to doubt of the iſſue, flie J 
thy Countrie, get thee away, 
though never ſo far, rather 
then denic the Lord of Life. ] 
Now 


Francis Spira. 


Now was Spira in 
reaſonable quiet, be- 


ing reſolved to yeeld to 


theſe weightic reaſons ; 
yet holding it wiſedome 
to examine all things, 
hee conſults alſo with 
fleſh and bloud ; thus 
the battaile doth re- 
new, .and the fleſh be- 
ginnes in this manner : 
"Bee well adviſed , fond 
man, confider reaſons on 
both fides , and then judge: 
how canſt thou thu - 6- 
verweene thine owne ſuf 
ficiencie, as thou neither 
regardeſs the examples 
of thy Progenitors ; = 
8 
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the judgment of ;he whole 
Church, doſt thou not con- 8 
fider what miſerie this thy 
raſbneſſe will bring thee 
»nto? thou ſhalt loſe thy ſub- ” 
Fance, gotten with ſo much 
care and travel, thou ſhalt 4 
wndergoe the moſh} exqui- 


fite torments that malice it p 
ſelfe can deviſe , thou jhalt 
bee counted an heretique of 
all : and to cloſe up all, thou 4 
ſhalt die ſhamefully. What yy 
thinkeſt thou of the loath- C 
ſome ſtinking dungeon, the - 
bloudie axe, the burning he 
fagor, arethey delightfull ? X 


*Bee wiſe at length and | 
keepe thy life and honour, ' " 
thou 


Francis Spira. 
thou maiſt live todo much 
good to good men, as God 
commands: thee , thow maiſt 
be an ornament to thy Conn- 
frie , and put caſe thy Conn- 
tries loſſe would bee of ſmall 
efteeme with thee, Wilt thou 
bring thy friends allo img 
danger ? thou baſt begotten” 
children , wilt thou now tut 
their throats, & inhumane- 
ly butcher them, which may 
in time bring honor to their 
Countrie, glorie to God, 
helpe and furtherance to hu 
Church : goe to the Legate 


weake man, freely confeſſe 
thy fault, and helpe alltheſe 


' miſeries, Thus did the 


: 


CAres 
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cares of this world, and 
the deceitfullneſle of ri- 
ches,choke the good Seed 
that was formerly ſowwne; 
ſoas fearing, hee faints, 
and yecelds unto the al- 
lurements of this preſent 
world, & being thus blin- 
dhe goes to the Legare 
atPFenice, and ſalutes him 
with this news. 
Having for theſe divers 
yeares entertained an opi- 
nion concerning ſome Arti- 
cles of faith, contrary to 
the Orthodox and received 
judgement of the Church , 
and uttered many things a- 
gainſt the authoritie of the 
Church 


Frandts.Spirt. 
Eburch of Rome, and the 
univerſal Biſhop :  T hum 
blie acknomiedge my _f awie 
aud errouts:and my Folly in 
miſleading others : I there: 
fore yeeld, my [elfe in allo- 
bedience 80 the Supreme Bt. 

ſhop » into the boſome of thg,, 
| Church'of Rome; never 80 
& | depart again fromthe Tra+ 
ditions. and Decrees of the 
boly See © I ambeartily ſor+ 
ry for what u paſt; and I 
bambly begge pardon forſa. 
: Pereat an offence. ' . 

The Legate perceiving 
Spirato faint, ke purſues 
him, tothe utmoſt; hee 
Guſecth a recitation of all 
B his 
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his Ecrours:to be'dtawne 
tnwricing,'together with 
the Confteſsion' annexed 
to it, and; commands Spis 
rite: ſubſcribe his name 
there; vwbiclvaccordingly 
he'did;:'then'the Legate 
edmmands him torceurn 
to bis owne Towne , and 
thereto: declarethis Con- 
fe6fomofihis,\and'to ac- 
knowledgthe whole Do: 
Qrine of the Church . of 
Rowe to:be holy and true: 


and to abjure-the Opint- * 


ons of .Lether',*and:other 
ſuch "Teachers, as falſe, 
&hereticalt : Man knowes 
tbe beginnings of finnes bits 


who 
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Francis Spira. 
who bounds tbe iſſues there- 
| 9? Spira havingonce loſt 
| facting),: goo Ado wars" 
maine hecannot Lay,nor 
| gainerſay che Legate,, but 
promiſech-to accompliſh 
his whole will and plea- 
S ſute; heſone addrefferh, 
| kimlelfe for his Journey, 
_ being; onward in the 
 \ DInY himſelfe 
(large. {poyles hee had 
J your ht; away from the 
; 7 Condi aicth;the',Le- 
- Þ gatcywhat:: glorious tC 
[ ftimony hee had. given of 
> | hisgreat.faigh,, and con- 
5 | Gandiccin .Chriſts cauſe : 
yl &- andto be. plaine,how 1m- 
' B 2 pioully 
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pioufly hee had denyed 
Chrift, and his Goſpell at 
Venlts; ; and what hepro- 
miſed to do futther in his 
owne Country; and thus 
partly with feare,, and 
pore ayithiſhame: bein 
ounded; he'chought 
he Herd a voyce ſpeaking 
untohmvin thigmanner. 
Spira', Whit d0/t rhou 
beers? > whither goeft thou? 
haſt thou unhappy. man, gi- 
Ten thy hand-writtng torhe 
Legate atVenice ,'/ yet:ſee 
thou doſt not ſeale it in thine 
owne Countrey: doſt' thou 
indeed” thinke eternalb life 
ſo meane , as that thowpre* 


ferreſt 


Francis Spira. 
ferreſ# this preſent, life be- 
fore itdoſt thow well in pre- 
| ferring wife and children 
\- "before Chriſhi it the windie 
applauſe of the people, bet- 
ter indeed then the glorie of 
God; and the poſſeſſion of 
thu worlds good\more deare 
to thee, then the ſalvation 
) of thine owne Soule ? uthe 
ſmall uſe of a moment of 
time more defireable , then 
eternall wrath tn dreadful? 
"1 Thinke with thy ſelfe what 
© Chriſt endured for thyſake; 
'C ) # it not equalltbou/bouldeſs 
e | ſuffer ſomewhat for him? 
- Remember », man , that the 
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life; are not comparable'to 
the glorie that ſhall bee ve- 
pealed: if} thou ſuſfereſs 
with bim, © 2hou -/balt alſo 
raigne with him : thou canſt 
wot anſwer for what thou 
baft alreadie done , never- 
theleſſe, the gate of mercie 
# not quite ſbut , take heed 
that thou heapeſt not finne 
pon finne, leſs thou repent 
when it wilt be too late.” 

Now was Spira in a 


wildernefſe of doubts, 


notknowing which way 
toturne him,nor what to 
doe, yet-being arrived in 


his owne Countrey;, and 


amongſt his friends, with 


ſhame 


Francis Spirt.. 25 
ſhame enonghrhtendlates 
what he had done ;- and 
| what he had further prv+ 
| miſed to dde and how 
the terrors of God'on the 
one (ide, and the terrour 
of this world on:che'b. 
ther ſide, did contiqualty 
| rackehim, and therefore 
hee defired_ of them} ad- 
viſe inthis ſo-daubtfulla 
cale : his friends upon 
ſmall deliberation! an- 
{[wered, that it was requi- 
* ſite hee ſhould-take heed 
| that hee did not in any 
wile betray his wike and 
children + and all: bis 
friends into danger , fee- 
B 4 ing 


—" Y . ww, TY Ss WA Vw WW Vvesu © 


-— 


SF py y—_ mm — I 


A Relation of 
ing that by ſo'ſmal a mat- 
ter as the reciting of a 
little Schedule , which 
might bee done in leſſe 
Ipace then half an houre, 
he might both free him- 
ſelfe from preſent danger, 
and preſerve many that 
depended upon him, ad- 
ding moreover , that hee 
could get no Credit in re- 
lenting from that which 
he had already in greateſt 
part performed before 
the Legate at Venice , and 
that in the perfe& accom- 

liſhing thereof, little or 
no diſcredit could ariſe, - 


more then what by the 


former. ] 


Francis Spira. 

former action-already he 
had ſuſtained::. on: the 
otheriide , 'if hee did nor 
performe his promiſe 
madetotheLegate., hee 
could neither diſcharge 


himſelfe of the ſhame: 


which he had already in- 
curred; nor ayoyd farre 
more heavy ind inſup* 
portable injuries, then 


probably he ſhould have: 


endured; if hee had per- 
ſiſted obſtinarely in his 


former Opinions. 
This was the laſt blow 


of the battaile, and Spir«: 


utterly overcome, goes tO 
the Pretors and proficrs 


B 5 £0) 
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to performe his. foreſaid 
promiſe made tothe Le- | 
gate, 'who'in the meane * 
time had taken order to 
have all things ready, and 
had ſent the inftrument 
of -abjuration ſtgned- by 
Spiras to:the Prefer, by 
the hands. of | a certaine 
Prieft, ' All that night the 
miſerable man ware out 
with reſtleſle cares, with- 
out any minute of reſt ; 
the next morning being 
come, he gets up, and be- 
ingready , he Selhernely 
enters into the publique 
Congregation , where 
Maſle being finiſhed , - 
n o 


Francis Spirg. 
the preſence of friends 
| and enemies, and oof the 
*| whole Aſſembly ; beiog 
| by eſtimation -ncerc two 
| thouſand people; yea, 


I 


and of Heaven it ſelfe, he 
recites. that infamous ab- 
juration, word for word, 
as it was written: \.it be- 
} ing done, he was fncd at 
| thirtie pieces. of gold, 
which he preſently paid: 
hye whereof were given 
{ tothePrick that broughc 
the abjuration;,:the othier 
| twentie| five were im- 
ployed, towwands the ma- 
king of a;Sþryve to put the 
Eucharifs in, then was- 


30 
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he fent home reſtored to 
his Dignitics; goods, 
wife, and children: No 
ſooner was hee departed, 
but he thought hee heard 
4 direfull voyce, ſaying to 
him ; thou wicked wretch , 
thow baſte denyed mt 
thou baſt renounced the co- 
venant of thy obedience, 
thou haſt broken thy vow, 
bence Apoſtate, beare with 
#heetheſemtence of thy eter - 
nall damnation : hee trem«- 


bling and: quaking in 


body and mind, fell down 
ma ſwoune; relicfe was 
at hand: for the body, 
but from that time for- 


"Wards, he neyer found: 


— - 


-— 


Francis Shirt, 


© 


in-unceti.at torme-1:1:10.0 
profeſled that he - ' vas 
captiyved under the: re- 
venging hand of the great 
Gol , on hee heard con- 
tinually that fearefull ſen- 
tence. ob Chriſt tha: juſt 
Iudge: that hee knew he 
was utterly undone: that 
he could neither hope for 
grace, nor Chriſts -ipter- 
celsio wh God the Fathes 
in his behalfe: thus was 
hisfaultever heavy on his 
heart; andever his Iudge- 
ment before his eyes; - 
Now began his friends 
4 ſome 
, 4 


'A Relation of 


ſome of them to repent 
\ too late of..their raſh 
) counſell, others not look- 
/ ing ſo high as the Iudge- 
ment of God, laid all the 
blame upon his Melan- 
cholicke conſtitution ; 
that overſhadowing his 
judgment, wrought 'in 
nd of madveſſe : 
every on cenſured as his 
fancy led him, yert for re- 
medy all agreed in-this, 


to/'ufe both ther whole- 


ſome helpe of Phyſicians, 


and the pious/ adviſc- of | 
Divines , i-and-/ therefore 
thought it meet to convey 
him to Padua; an Y niver- 
| ſttie 


I 


' 
| 
; 
» 
| 


' 
| 
; 
» 
| 


' Francis Spira. 
ſitie of note, where plenty 
of all manner. of meanes 
was to be had: this they 
accordingly. did , both 
with his wiſe, children , 
and whole fanily ; ; others 
alſo of his friends accom- 
panying him: and being 
arfived , ar, the .houle, of 
one- Tames Ardin, in Saint 
Leonards ; Pariſh , they 
ſent for three Phyſi icians 
of moſt note,, who.upon 
due, . obſervation. of the 
effects, & of other Symp- 
ropes of his liſcale. ang 
lome_priyate, canterence 
one with angghep, among 
themſelyes, returned hear 
.__ yardi& 


*— 
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yerdi& in this manner, 
Pix. That they could not 
diſcerne that *his body 
was afflicted with any 
danger or diſtemper ort- 
ginally from it ſelfe, by 
reaſon of the oyer-tuling 


of any humour, but that 
this Maladie of his did a- 


riſe from ſome griefe; or 


palsion of his minde, 
whiich being oyerbur- 
thened, did ſo oppreſle 
the ſpirits,' as they- wan- 
ting free paſſage, ſtirred 
up' many ill humours , 
whiereof the body of man 
is full, & theſe aſcending 
up into the braine , trou- 


bledrhe fancie;ſhadowed 
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Francis Spira. 
the ſeat of the judgment, 
and ſo corrupted it : this 
was the: ſtate of his di- 
ſeaſe,' and that outward 
part that was viſible to 
the eye of nature, this they 
endeavoured to reforme 
by - purgation, either to 
confume, or at leaſt to di- 
vert the courle of thole 
humors from the braine; 
but all their skil effected 
nothing, which Spirs 


' noting, ſaid : . Ales poore 
men,howfarre wide are you; 


doe you thinke that this di- 
ſeaſe ts t0 be cured by po- 
tions, (beleeve mee there 


muſt bee another manner of 
meat- 


33 
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medicine , it # neither poti- 
ons plaiſters» nor drugs, 
that can. belpe. a fainting | 
ſoule caſt downe with ſenſe of 
finne, and the wrath of God; 
it ir onely Chriſt that muſt 
bee the Phyfician , andthe 
Goſpel the ſole Antidote. 
The Phyſicians eaſily 

beleeved him, after they 
had underſtood the whol 
truth of the matter, and 
therfore they wiſhed him 
to ſeeke ſome ſpirituall 
comfort. By this time the 
fame of this man was 
« 39s over all Padua, and | 
theneighbour Countrey, 
partly for that he was a 
man 
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Francis Spira. 

man of Eſteetne, partly 
becauſe as the diſcaſe, ſo 
the occalion'was eſpecial- 
ly remarkeable; for this 
vyvas not done in a cor- 
ner : ſo as daily there 
came multitudes :ob all 
ſorts to ſee him: ſome out 
of curiolitie onely to ſee 
and diſcourſe : ſome our 
of a pious deſire totry all 


 meanes that might reduce 


him tocomfort againe,or 
at leaſt to benefit them- 
ſelves, by ſuch a ſpeRacle 
of miſery, and of the ju- 
ſtice of God. Amongſt 
theſe ,. | Panlur Vergerius 
Bithop of T»ſtinopolinand 

Matthews 


38 
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\ Matthew Gribauldus ; de- 


ſerve eſpecially to bee 
named, as themoft prin- 
cipall labourers for this 
mans comfort. They 
finde him now about fit- 
tic years of age, neither 
afteted with the dotage 
of old age, nor with the 
unconſtant headſtrong 
paſsion of youth, bur in 
the ſtrength of his cxpe- 
rienceand judgment; in 
a burning heart calling cx- 
ceſsively for drinke, yet 
his underſtanding active, 
quicke of apprehenſion, 
witticin diſcourſe above 
hrs ordinary manner, and 
judicioully 


Francis Spira. 
judiciouſly oppoſite: his 
friends hs him by 
all faire meanes.co receive 
ſome-nouriſhmeat, whicl 
he obſtinately gaine-layr 
ing» they forcibly infuſed 
ſome liquid... ſuſtenance 
into his mouth, molt of 
which he ſpit out againe ; 
excel chafing, and 
in, this: fretting moed; of 
his, ſaid : 'As. it jstruec that 


4 th gs worke for the, beſt roms. 
r theſe rhapave.Qvt,; pro." 


the- wicked All -are{ con» 
crary : for wberear's plenti- 
ful off-aring 13he bleſſing 
&fFpdi:avg his, Fepgr < Met 
'ngn fhoy:t0,oh 8 na 
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of their aged parems ; £0 me 
they ate a caſe of 'bitter- 

neſſt dnd/voxition: they doe 
Privehd wks Woe vire ont 
thts miſery ;' I wowuld:faine 
be at av end, 1 deferve yoo 
tÞij JelAbit at #heir bands; 
O that'T weve: gone 'from 
hence, thatſome body would 
let out 44 weary Soule; --> 
w > BIR + Trieeds- | falited 
Nin, #kd isked hitn,vo had 
- hen ednceived torbe'the 
"AUR of if odifeaſe: forth 
ovith lebrik out into'ls 
L2therir2Dle"diſcolrſe” of 
thi \ Mayes formictly te+ 
Itch thit wick as 
——__ 


'Y hee 
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Francis Spirt. 
hee cauſed: man re 
& volt corremble.Th 

contratily go?" ng 
hint; oropolligdA marty 


of Gods promiſes recots 


| dedinthe Scripture; and 


many- examples! of Gods 
mercy : My'f#nne'( ſaid he) 
# greater then the mer) of 
God. Nay, anſwered they 


the mefey of God? odixab and | 


albfi '- God \would have 
all —_ tobe faved :"'tt & 

Cquorh: HEYBP8 wok 
_ rbat bd bath hetFeld; 
0ber'f- aved, be would" nok 
have Yamned reprobatesto 
bofaved; 7 anvbne 


willing! lys 


»xt. 
| muMber T ktow i for'T 
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A Relation of 
willingly , and againſs my 
knowledge denied : Chriſt , 
and: 1 feele that bee har- 
dens, and, will not ſuffer me 
to hope. 

' After ſome ſilence, one 
asked | him whether hee 
did 'n9t \belceve that Do- 
Qrine. (to bee true) for 
which hee was accuſed 
before the Legate ; ,;hee 
anſwered ; Iqid beleeve it 
when. I denied it, but now 
4 neither, belerve: that , nor 


the Dedtrine of the -. Ro- 


mane Church ; I beleeve 
nothing, 1 have no faith, no 


#r#/h, no bope JT am 4 Re- 


'« Pr obate like Cain,or Iudas, 


Francis Spira. 43 

- who caſting away all hope of 
mercy,fell into defpaire;aud 
my friends doe mee greas 
wronpthatthey ſuffer me nos 
t01goe to the:place of unbe- 
leevers wt jufbly deſerve: | 
: Heere: they: beganne 
ſharpely to rebuke him; 
requiring, and charging 
him char in any. wile. hee: 
did not violate the mercy 
of .God, to which he an« 
ſwered + The mercy of God 
«exceeding large and ex- 
tepds to all the ele, but 
not: to mee, Or any. like to 
mee., who are ſealed up 

to wrath : Ttell you I 42+ Nom. n. 

| ſerveit, myowne conſcience T 
C con- | 


A Relation-of 
condemnes me; what need- 
th any other Indge: Chrift 


came (ſaid they) to'take } 


away finne, and calling 
for a book, they. read un- 


to'../him - the paſsion' of | 


Chriſt, and comming to 
his nayling to the Crofle , 
Spira {aid : This indeed ur 
comfortable to fuch as are 
elefted,but as for me wretch, 
they are nothing but griefe 
and torment, becauſe I'con- 
temned them. Thus roaring 
for griefe, & coſsing hims 
ſelf up & downe upon the 
bed as he lay, he intreated 
them to read no more: As 
Gribanldur was comming 

ro 
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, finnes hee will remember bus 


Francis Spira. 
roſee him, Vergeriu ſaid 
to Spira, deare Sir heere is 
Do@or ' Gribawldu''s a 
godly and faithfull friend 


of yours,come to ſee you: 


1 He & welcome ( aid he) 


but hee jhall find mee ill : 


| Gribauldus replyed , Sir , 


this is but an illufion of 


| thedivell,vwho doth what 


he can to vexe you ; bur 
turne you to God with 
your whole heart, and he 
is ready to ſhewy you mer- 
cy ; theearth you know 1s 
full of his mercy, itis He 


as a finner repents of hi 


C2 Auves 
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that hath ſaid, that as oftem 2c. 9? 


46 
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Jones womore. Conhider 
this.in the,cxample of Pe- 
ter thar was Chriſts fa- 
miliar, and an Apoſtle, 
and yet denied him thrice 
with an oath,and yet God 
Was merciful! unto him : 

condi ider the theefe that 
ſpent his whole life in 
wickedneſle, and for all 
that, did not God graci- 
ouſly reſpe&t him in the 
laſt minute of his life ? Is 
the. Lords hand now 


{hortned that: it cannot 


{ave ? to this Spiraanſwe- 
-::-red ; «It Peter gricved 


*andrepented, it was be- 
"*cauſe Chriſt beheld him 


* with 


pas BS OY ©#® 


Francis Spira, 

*with a mercifull eye; 
*and in that he was'pat= 
* doned, it-wyas not be- 
*cauſe hee wept, bur be- 
"**cauſe God was gracious 
*ro him : but God''re- 
« ſpets not meaand there- 
*forelam a reprobate:: 1 
« feel no comfort camen- 
* ter into: my heart; there 
*is no place there'/but 
* onely br torments and 
« yexings of ſpirit: T.tell 
**you my caſe is properly 
« mine oWn;no manever 
« wasin the like plight, 
*« and therefore my eſtate 
« js fearefull, | 

Then roaring /, out, 18 
C 3 the 


A Relation of 


the bitterneſle of his ſpi- 
rit, ſaid : Its a feareful 
thing tofall into the bands of 
the living God : the vio- 
lence of his paſsion and | 
action ſutable , did a- 
maze many of the behol- | 
ders; inſoumuch as ſome 
of them ſaid with a whiſ- 
pering voyce, that he was 
poſleſled , hee over-hea- 
ring it, ſaid : Doe you 
doubt it? I have a whole 
Legion of divels that take 
#þ their dwellings within 
mee, and poſſeſſe me as their 
owne; and juſtly too, for I 
have denyed Chrift. Whe- 
ther did you that n—_ 
| y 


Francis Spira. 
ly or not(faid they) That i/ 
nothing to:3he purpoſe'((aid 
Shirai) Chriſt ſaith > wheſo- 
ever denies mas before men, 
bins \ will 1 deny before my 
Father which nin Heaves: 
Chriſk will-not bee denied, 
no not in'wordy and there- 


| foreitis enough) though in 


beart | never denied bim. 
They obſervi his di- 
ſtemper to ariſe fromthe 
ſenſe and horror .of the 
paines of hell}, asked him 
whether he thought there 
were: worſe paines-then 
what he endured for the 
reſent ; hedſaid, that he 
ew there were far worſe 
C 4 paines 


Matt, 10; 


33» 


49 .\ 


Pſal.1, 


A'Rel ation of 
paines then thoſe that het 
theu ſuffered : for. thewic+ 
ked ſball riſe to ver judge- 
ment, but they ſball'not fland 


| 


in Indgement : this Itrem- | 
ble 0: thinke of © yet doe'T | 


defire nothing.more 5.\then 
that T- might come to- that 
place, where I may bee [nre 
to feele the worſhs auld 38 be 
freed fromfeare of worſe to 
comes 7; 03 no gionoN 
. Ibut-youare to.conk+ 
der (faid one ):'thatthoſe 
Opiniohs: for which: you 
were. accuſed) before the 
_ were: impious; 
and therefore.you ax6cnet 
©::thinke- you. denied 


a Chriſt, 


; 
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Francis Spira. 
Chriſt, but rather that 


you confeſled him; : ac» 


| knowledging the infalli- 


bletruch of the Catholike 
Church. Truly ( ſaid he ) 
when I did denie thoſe opi- 
nionss I did think them to be 
irue,Q yet I did deny them. 

Goe to ( ſaid others ) 
now then beleeve that 
they arenot. Now I can- 
not ( laid hee) God wilt 
not (uffer mee to beleceve 
them, nor truſt in hi mer- 
cy: What would you have 
mee doe? I would faine 
attaine to this power , but 
cannot, though I ſhould pre- 


ſently be burnt for it. But 


C 5, why 


A Relation of 
why doe you ( ſaid the 0- 
ther) eſteeme this lo grie- 
vous a {inne, when as the 
learned Legate conſtrai- 
ned you to it, which hee 
furely would not have 
done, it your former 0- 
pinions had not beene 
Erroneous : no, good 
Franct , the divell beſets 
thee, let pot therefore the 
grievoulneſle of thy fn, 
(if anie ſuch be) amaze 
thee. © Youlſay right (re- 
« dlzed he ) the divell hath 
**pofleſt mee, and God 
” my left me to his pow- 
*© er. forIfhndelcan nei- 


” cher beleeve the Goſpel, | 


** NOT 


p< -y 
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Francis\Spira. 
* qor truſt in Gads mer- 
tie; I have finned; a- 
**gainſt rhe holy Ghoſt , 
*and - God; by his im- 
* rautable-Decree ,, bath 
b+ dimee over to-per- 
** petuall »puniſhment » 
« without anie. hope. of 
Pardon ; Ir. is true-that Rom. g. 
© the greatneſle of fin, or rom.4, 
*the multitude of them, 
* cannot bind Gods mer- 
*cie : all thoſe manie f1ns 
**that: inthe former part 
*of my liteI have com- 
**mitted-;.then did not {o 
*-much trouble mee, for l 
**truſted/that God would 
** not lay*them tro my 
** charge ; 


—_ 


ro WW wu TY - 3 C3 C3 £«& Q £2 
— — 


= 


_ . TY 


/ on 


54 
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*eharge*” but. nowoha- 
<vingf1 firined againſt the 
**holy Ghoſt ; God hach 
af taken. away rod me all 
* rower of tdpenitance 
5a brings eny tie 
"to remembrance', and 


'& thus guiltie of ok gil: 


* tie-of :all.. | And-.chere- 

« fore it is no matter whe- 
- ther my ſinnes be great 
* or ſmall, few or many ; 

* they arc ach as Chriſt 


bloud, nor Gods mercie 


* belongs to mee : God 


O , S # 
© vill have mercic -on 
* whom hee will have 
* mercie; and:whomhe 


"will he hardneth; this is 


«it 


-Y * 
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FY 
fir chargnavopiny heart] 
thee hath hardned mee; 
* and-Lfinde that he'daily 
fanboretandimaere doch 
.&ardenimeerandahere- 
*forel am our. of hope : 
1 feele it; and.cherefore 
*canihot but deſpaive:. I 
"tell you therewas never 
"ſuch a'monſter as Iam; 
* never was'man alive a 
* fpettacle of - ſo :excee- 
"ding miſery : I knev 
* that juſtification is to be 
© expected by Chriſt ; and 
*Idenicd;, . and  abjured 
*it;:to-the end I might 
** keepe this fraile life 
*from adyerſitie, and 

: bc my 


4 Ralaiondef 

my! children. from - 
*yertie; and now 

* hold, how. bitter this 

* life is 'to mee - and God 

« only knowes ,. What 

&« ſhall become of this my 

* family, bur ſurely no 

* good is likely to betide 

*if, but rather daily 


q 


, 


ec wack and worle; and 


= * fuch aruin at the length 
© as that one ſtone ſhall 
© not be left on another. 
But why ſhould you 
(laid Gribawldu ) conceit 
ſo deepely of your ſinne, 
ſeeing you cannot but 
know that manie have 


denied Chriſt , yet never 
fell 


| 
| 
| 


| 
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Francis Spira. 
fell intogdeſpaire ? © Well 
"(ſaid hee) I can (ce no 
& | arg of comfort for 
*ſuch, neither can I war- 
*rant them from Gods 
"reveging hand in wrath; 
"though it pleaſeth God 
** yet to {uffer ſach to bee 
*in peace: and beſides, 


«there will a time of 
* change come, and then 


*they ſhall be throughly 
*tryed : and if it were 
«not ſo, yet Godis juſt 
*"in making mee an Ex- 
* ample to others, and1 
** cannot juſtly complain: 
"there is no puniſhment 
* fo great but I have de- 
(«ſeryed 


$7 


5$ 


tA Rehtavion of = 
© ſerved "it; for "this fo 
**heinous-offence :"'I al(- 
* ſure you it is no-ſ{mall 
© martey eo deriie Qhriſt ; 
"and yer it is more ordi- 
* nary ' then ' commonly 
*men doe conceive: of : 
* it is not'a:deniall made 
* beforea Magiſtrate as it 
is with mee, for as of- 
*ten/as a Chriſtian doth 
* diflemble the knowne 
*truth, as often as hee 
* approves of falſe wor- 
* ſhip,by preſenting him- 
* ſelfe at 1t;" ſo xn as 
*hee doth not things 
* worthy of his calling, 
-- orſuch things as are un- 
S * worthy 


| 


Francis Spira. 
0 * pan—_—_ -his calling : 
- *1o:, often thee : denies 
| * Chriſt : thus ditbþIs and 
\<rherefore: am juttly puU- 
* nifhed for it, | | 5.14 

7 | Your«eſtkre(quoth Gri- 
: hanuldso:Xisnot Jo ftrange 
: as you make:its. Job was 
ſo fatre \gorie;;/<that hee 
F complained God: had-fer 
him: as 2: marke; againft 
| him : and;Davidthatiyvas 
'@ man after Gods-owne 
heart , | cqmplained.often 
har, Gol Hadiforſiken 
! Mio; ang: was: became 
| His-cng my : YET bothaecei- 


4 


yed comfartagaine: com- 
iattiyouriife —_— 
0 
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God will comeatlength, 
though hee now: ſeemit 
farre off. 
ws = Ga wid 
© Spira) I beleeve allthis, 
"the divels: belceve and 
* tremble; but David.vvas 
(ever cle&ed and deare- 
© ly beloved of God; and 
«though he fell, yer God 
*rooke not utterly away 
* his holy Spirit; :and 
« therefore was heard 
«when he prayed, Lord 
"*eake not thy holy Spiris 
Fe From mee: burl am ih 
« another caſe, being ever 
« accurſed from the pre- 
* ſence of God; neither 


A « 


_ —_ i. P—=ys a _ a © 


Francis Spira. 61 


bh, | *canlIprayashedid, be- 
ne | cauſe his holy Spirit is 
** quite gone,” and cannot 
ea | ©berecalled, & therefore 
$. *I know I ſhall live in 
d * continuall hardnefle fo 
as *long as I live: O thacTl 
e- | © might feele butthe leaſt 
d «ſenſe of the love of God 
d *ro mee, though bur for 
| * one {mall momenr, as I 
| 

e 

; 

| 


© now feele his heavic 
| wrath that burnes like 
{ *che torments of / hell 
! © within mec,and afflicts 
{ © my Conſcience with | 
* pangs unutterable ; ve- 
* rily deſperation iis hell it 


« ſelfe. 
| Heere 


62 
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Heere Gribauldu ſaid» 
I doe verily beleeve,Spira, 
that God- having ſo ſe- 
verely chaſtiſed you in 
this life, correfeth you in 
mercie heere, that he may 
{pare you hereafter, and 
that he hath mercies'ſea- 
led up for you intime to 
tocome. 

Nay ( ſaid Spird ) bence 
doe I know that I amare- 
probate,becauſe he af fliteth 
mee with hardneſſe of heart: 
Ohthat my body had (ſuffered 
all my life long, ſo that bee 
would bee pleafed to releaſe 
my foulteiand eaſe my Conſti- 
ences this burthened Conſci- 


as p_ = -—_ has. we 


Francis Spira. 
Gribauldws being defi- 


rous to caſe his minde 
from the continuall me- 
dication of his-ſinne; -as 
alſo to {ound hovy for the 
preſent. he ſtood affected 
to the Romilſh Church, 
asked him. what _ hee 
thought ;became | of the 
ſoules of men {o fooneas: 
they departed| out of the 
bodie, to which hee an- 
{wered. 

Although thit bee not ſo 
fully revealed in Seripture; 
Jet T'verily beleeye'that the 
ſoules of the Ele goe pre- 
ſently to the Kingdome 'of 
glory, and n08 that ſleep __ 
fe 
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the bodie 'as. ſome doe ima- 
gine.  ' 
Veric well; ſaid one of | 73 
the ſpectators , ,vhy doe th 
# the Scriptures then ſay, 
| 35am. that God brings downe th 
ro hell, and raiſeth up, | 
ſeeing it cannot be meant 
of theeſtate of the ſoule 
afrer death,which as thou 
layeſt, either goeth to 
heaven without change, 
or to hell without re- 
demprion : it muſt be un- 
derſtood of the eſtate of 
the ſoulein this life , like 
that wherein thou art at 
this preſent: and ofren- 


times wee ſce that God 
ſuffers 
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ſoffers men to fall intothe 
jawes of deſpaitre;and ye 
raiſeth them:yp again,and 
therefore deſpairenor,but 
hope; it '{hall bee. evers 
thus with thee ia his good 


time, 


Spira ) sbw4#be labour:; for 
Ttellyons.mhen I at Venkce 


| lid firſt abjure my profeſsi- 


08, and. (0.3:4r it were', drew 


an Indeytare; the Spiris of 
God often ndmoui/br. mee , 


and wheis ae: Cirzadella; 1 
did, as it were y' ſet to. my 


j ſcale; the Spirit. of God of- 


ten ſurgeſted th, mas y- Doe 
#or write Spira, dd no; ſeale; 
| Jet 


hn 


Thu ir theworkes( quoth 


- ——— _ _ 
gat: 1. refifted the ' Holy 
Ghoſt; and did both ; and at 


that very. prefent |. did #Vis | 
dently feele: a wound infli- 


Ged i. my Yiery will ,. foals 


#h087 1 can. ſays 1,meuld ber: 


leeve . yet can | not fay't 
will belecves God bathde- 
-,, niedmee'rhr powenr:of wild; 

and'in befallsmee inthiv my 
miſerable eftate; as Þith one 


that i faſs introns , and. bu: , 


friends comming to.{ge bins 
goepitie bireſtates. anddbe 
perfidadle bim 30-fbake off bis. 
fwvters ; and: to come. out of 


bit bokds\ which God knows. | 


hes would; faine' aoe . but 
_—_ this ds my very caſe; 


you 


wn Foo & th 20 
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you perſwade me t0 beleeve ; 

how faine would 1 doe ity bu? 
canuot? O now | cannot. 

Then violently graſpin 

his hands t = : by. 
railing er; fe up't'\ Bes. 
bold ( laid he) I am front, 
Jet by little and little | decay 2 
and conſume 5' and my ſer- «3M 
vants would faine preſerve 

thir weary life; but at Tength 

the will of God muſt.fe done, 

and I ſball periſhqmiſerably 

a | deſerve: rejoyce'yee 
righteow inthe Lord , bleſ- pry, ,.. 
ſel are you whoſe hearts the '* 
Lord bath mobified. 

Then after ſome pauſe; 

It v wonderfull, | earneſtly \_ 
D defire 
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defire. to\ pray'to God with: 


ay heart, yet Icannot ; 1 fee 
my remedy i oulie in Chriſt, 
Jet Þ. cannot ſet my ſeife to 
laie. bold: on it , ſuch are 
the puniſbments of the dam- 
ned; they confeſſe what | 
confeſſes they repent of their 
loſſe of heaven, they envie 
the Ele, yet their re- 
pentance doth them no good, 
for they cannot mend their 
waAIEs. 

As he was thus ſpeak- 
ing, hee obſerved divers 
flies that came about him, 
and {ome lighted on him: 
Behold (- aid hee) now 


alſo 


| 
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| 


"ther ſtood in need of Pray- 


| with him in the Lords 
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alſo * Bekkebub comes $0 * * Signis 
hit banquet, you ſhall ſbort- 5, ** 
ly ſee my end, and in mee an *< 
example to manic of the ju- 
ſtice & juagement of God. 
Abour this time: cane 
intwo Biſhops with di- 
vers Schollers: of the 
Vniverfity , one of them 
being Paulu FVergerins, 
having obſerved Spira 
more then any other, bee« 
ing continually conver- 
ſantwith him , told him 
his eſtate was ſuch, as ra- 


er then advice; and there- 


fore deſired him to pray 


D2 Prayer, 
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Prayer; Spira conſented, 
and he began; 

.. Our Father which art in 
heaven,) then breaking 
fortkcimto:teares, he ſtop- 
ped; but they ſaid, it is 
well your priefe is a good 
ſigne * ©I bewaile ( ſaid 
he) my miſerie, forl 
<« perceive I am forſaken 
«of God, and cannot call 
*to him from my heart, 
as I was wont to doe, yet 
letus goe on, ſaid Verge- 
Fins. 

Thy Kingdome come , ) 
*O Lord ( ſaid Spira ) 
* bring mee alſo into this 
*Kingdome ; I beſeech 
« thee 


Francis Spira. 
*thee ſhut mee not out. 
Then comming to thoſe 
words ; Give w #bu day 
our daily bread , he added ; 
*O Lord, I have enough 
*and abundance to feed 
*rhis carkeiſe of mine; 
« but there is another 
« bread, Thumbly begge 
« the bread of thy grace , 
« without which, 1 know 
« [am but adead man. 
Leade uw not into temp- 
tation ,) © ſeeing Lord 
« that I am brought into 
*remptation , helpe mee 
« Lord that I may eſcape; 
« the enemie hath over- 
«come ; helpe mee, I'be- 
D;z «ſcech 
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*f ſeech thee, to overcome 

**this cruell Tyrant. 
Theſe things hee ſpake 
with a mournfull voyce, 
the teares trickling down 
abundantly ; and expreſ- 
ſing ſuch affe&tion and 
pain , as turned the 
owels of thoſe there 
preſent, with griefe and 
compunt&tion ; they then 
turning to Spira, ſaid : 
You know that none can 
call Chriſt Teſw the Lord, 
but by the Holie Ghoſt : 
you muſt therefore think 
of your ſelfe according to 
that ſoft affteion, which 
you expreſle. in. , your 
| prayers, 


a 


AM 
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Francis Spira. 

rayers, inferring there” 
be that God hath not 
wholly caft you off, or 
bereaved you of his Spirit 
utterly. 

1 perceive ( ſaid Spi- 
ra) that I call on bim to 
my eternal damnation ; 


for 1 tell you againe, it is a 


new aud unheard of example 
that you finde in me : If Itus 
das ( (aid they) had/but 
outlived his dayes, which 
by nature hee might have 
done ,. hee might have 
repented, and Chrift 
would have received him 
20'mercie; and yet hee 
ſinned moſt ' grievoully 


againſt 


- ” | 
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againſt his Maſter, which 
did ſoeſteeme of him, as 
to honour him with the 
dignitic of an Apoſtle,and 
did maintaine and feed 
him ; Hee anſwered , 
« Chriſt did alſo feed and 
« honour mee, neither yet 
«is my fault one jot leſle 
« then that of his; be- 
« cauſeitis not more ho- 
« nour to bee perſonally 
« preſent with Chriſt in 
«rhe fleſh, then to bee in 
« his preſence now by il- 
&« lumination of his holy 
« Spirit: and beſides, [ 
« denic that . cyer Indas 


*could have repented , 


how 


u_ 


— 


Francis Spira. 
« how long ſoever he had 
« lived, for grace Was 
© quite taken = him, 
«25 it 15-now from mee. 
O Spira ({aid they) you 
know you are in a ſpiri- 
cuall deſertion ; you muſt 
therfore not beleeve what 
Satan ſuggeſts , hee was 
ever a lyar from the be- 
ginning, and a meere Im- 
poſtour , and will caſt a 
thouſand lying fancies in- 
toyour minde, to beguile 
you withall, you mult ra- 
* ther beleeve thoſe whom 
you judge to be in a good 
eſtate, and more able to 
diſcerne of you then your 
D:5 ſelfe; 
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ſelfe ; beleeve us,and wee 
tell-you, that God will be 
mercifull unto you, 

O here « the knot ((aid 
Spira) I would I could be- 
leeve , But 1 cannot. 

Then he began to rec- 
kon -up what fearctull 
dreames and viſions, hee 
was continually trou- 
bled withall ; that hee 
ſavy the divels come floc- 
king into his Chamber, 
and about his bed, ter- 
rifying him with ſtrange | 


noiſes , that theſe were'%y 


not fancies, but that hee 
law them , as really as 


the Randers by ; and that 
beſides 


| 


| ” 
4 


as A - * A 


Francis Spira. 
beſides -: thele-: outwward 
terrours, hee felt continu- 
ally,, a rp. rorture'of 
his minde, and acontinu- 
all butchery of his conſci- 
ence » being the very pro- 
per pangs of the damned 
wights 1n hell. 

Calt theſe fancies (ſaid 
Gribauldw ) theſe are but 
iluſftons , humble your 
ſelke in the preſence of 
God , and praiſe him. 


* The dead praiſe not Pſel.6.54 


«the Lord (anſwered he) 
*nor they that goe down 
— into the pit: vvee that 

© are drowned in de- 
* ſpaire , are dead and 


©-are: 


4 Relation of 
© arcalready gone downe 
*intothe pit: what hell 
* canthere be worſe then 
” * deſperation or what 
* Freater puniſhment the 
** gnawin wmorme »- un-« 
© quencha le fire, hor- 
*rour , confuſion, and 
as (which is worſe then 
*all) deſperation ir ſelfe 
*©continuallytortures me; 
*and now LI count my 
* preſent cſtate worſe 
* then if my ſoule ( ſepa- 
* rated from my body ) 


CY 


| 


« were with Tudas and * 


*thereſt of the damned, 


*and therefore, I now 
* defire rather to be there, 


6 « then | 


| 
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« then thusto live inthe 
body. 

One being preſent, re- 
peated certaine yyords out 


of the *Pſalmes : If.'rhy rcl.sg; 


children forſake my law ** 
and walk not in my judg- 
ments. [ will vilte their 
tranſgreſsions. With rods, 
andtheir iniquities with 
ſtripes, neverthelefle m 
loving kindneſfle I will 
not utterly take from 
them, nor ſuffer my faich- 
fulneſſe to faile : Marke 
this, O Spiraz my Cove- 
nant I will not breake. 
Theſe promiſes ( ſaid 
Spira ) belong onely t0 the 
elett, 
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#lefF, which if tempted, may 
fall into fin, but are againe 
lifted up and recovered out - 
as the Prophet ſaith, though 
befall, be ſhall not be utter- 
ly caſt downe , for the Lord 
upbouldeth him : Therefore 
Peter could riſe, for be was 
Elefted, bus the reprobate 
when they fall cannot riſe a- 
gaine, as appeares in Cain, 
Saule, and Iudas :- God 
deales one way with the 
Elect, and another way with 
Reprobates. 

Thenextday hee pray- 
ed with them in the La- 
tine tongue,and that with 
excellent affection, as out- 
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wardly 


| 
| 
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wardly apptarcd, blefled 
bee God (laid .YHergeriws ) 
theſe are|.no ſignes of e- 
tecnall -reprabation 2 you 
muſt nor O Spira, ſceke 
out the. ſecret counſels of 
Gods eleftion and re- 
probation,,. for,no man 
can know 1o. long as hee 
lives, whether - by his 
good or bad deeds , hee 


ee worthy of Gods love 


or anger: doe you. not ....c1,. 
T, 
know that the Prophet brat. off 


David complained , that :4 
God had caſt off his 
Soule. 

I know all thu ( quoth 
Spira) 1 know the mercies 
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of God are infinite, and doe 
forpaſſe' the finnes of the 
whole world, and that they 
are effeFuall ro all that be- 
leeve, but thu faith,and thi 
hope, the gift of God; 0 
that hee would give it mee , 
but it 14 as impoſſible as to 
drinke wp the Sea at 4 
draught : as for that of So- 
lomon, if hee had ever tri- 
ed that which I feele by woe- 
Full experience , hee would 
never have ſpoken at he did, 
but the truth ts , never had 
mortall man » ſuch an evi- 
dent experience of Gods an- 
ger and batred againſt him, 
ai T have, youthat are in a 
good 
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good eſtate, thinke repen- 
tance and faith to be workes 
of great facilitie, and there- 

fore you thinke it an cafie 
matter t0 perſwade a man to 
beleeve , the whole need not 
the Phyfician ; and hee that 

u well, can [oone give coun- 

ſel to ſuch at are ill; but this 

# the bell to mee, my heart it 
bardned, | cannot beleeve ; 
many are called, but few are 
choſen. | 

Vpon what grounds 
(ſaid they) doe you con- 
ccive ſo 1ll an opinion of 

your ſelfe 2 

* I once did know God 

* co bee my Father , not 


oncly 


” 
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© onely by creation ; but 
* by regeneration, I knew 
*him- by his beloved 
* Sonne, the authour and 
©« fniſher of our Salvati- 
* on; I could pray to him, 
* and hope for pardon of 
© f1nnes = him; Thad 
«a taſte of his ſveet- 
* neſle, peace , and com- 
*fort: now contrarily, 
*©I know God not as a 
* Father but as an enemy, 
* what more? my heart 
© hates God, and ſeckes to 
* get aboye him : 'I have 
* nothing elſc to fie to 
© but terrour & deſpaire. 


* '!Belike you thinke then 


( ſaid 


| 


| 


RY 


Francis Spira. 
( ſaid they) that thoſe 
who have the carneſt and 
firſt fruits of Gods Spirit, 
may notwithſtanding fall 
away ? 

*©The judgements of 
*God are a deepe abifle, 
*© (ſaid he) weeare ſoone 
* drowned if we enter in- 
*rtothem ; he that thinks 
* heſtandeth, let him take 
«© heed leſt hee fall ; as for 
*my ſelfe, I know Iam 
*falne, backe; and that 
«I once did krniow. the 
*truch ; though -ic may 
© benot ſo throughly : 1 
* know not what elle co 


« lay 2B that lam) one of 
cc that 
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* that number , which 
* God hath threatned to 
© reare in Pieces. 

Say not ſo (anſwered 
they) for God may come, 
though ar the laſt houre; 
keepe hold therefore, at 
the leaſt by hope. 

*'This ( quorh be) is my 
« caſe Itell youl cannor, 
« God kath deprived mee 
« of hope; this brings ter- 
«rorto my minde, and 
« pines this hodie which 
* now is ſo weake, as it 
** cannot performe the ſe- 
« yerall offices thereof : 

he for as the Ele& havethe 
16, * «Spirit teſtifying that 
«they 
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« they are the ſonnes of 
« God, ſo the Reprobates 
* even while they live, do 
& often feele a worme in 
«their conſcience,vwhere- 
« by they are condemned 
*already , and therefore 
**as ſoone as Iperceived 
**this wound inflicted on 
* my minde and will, I 
«| knew that I wanted 
« the gifts of ſaving grace, 
« and that I vyas utterly 
« undone;God chaſteneth _ 
«his children with tem-:. — 
« poraric afflictions, that Rom.r, 
« they may come as gold * F 
« out of the fire , bur pu- 
«puniſheth the wicked 
« yyith 
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*< ith blindnefle in their 
\7 . underſtandings, & hard- 

* nefſe of heart, and woe 
*betoſuch, from whom 
© God takes his holie Spi- 
* rit. 

- Hereonerebuked him, 
and told him, he gave too 
much credit to ſence, that 
hee ' was not to beleeve 
himſelfe , but: rather him 
that was ina good eſtate, 
and1 reſtifie to you ( ſaid 
he)that God will be mer- 
cifull co-you. 

Nay (anſwered he.) for 
betauſe I am in thu ill e+ 
ſtate. tberfore can I beleeve 
nothing but what it contrarie 

10 


Francis Spira. 
to my {atvation and comfort, 
but youthat are-fo confident 
of your good ſtate,looke that 
it bee true, for it u noſuch 
ſmall matter t0 be aſſured of 
fnceritie : a man bad need 
bee exceeding ſtronglie 
grounded inthe Truth, be- 
fore hee can bee able to af- 
firme ſuch a matter' as you 
now doe, it it not the per- 
formance of a few outward 
duties, but a mightie con- 
ſtant labour, with all inten- 
tion of heart and affeftios ; 
with full defire and endea- 
Vour,continually to ſet forth | 
Gods glorie , there muſt bee 
neither -feare of Legates, 
Inqut- 
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Inquiftors:,. Priſons » wor 
anie death whatſoever. ; ma- 
nic thinke themſelves hap- 
pie that are not , it tt not e- 
very one that ſaith, Lord, 
Lord ; that . ſhall goe to 
heaven. 

They came another day 
and found him with his 
eyes thut, as if hee had 
beene drowzie, and veric 
loath to diſcourſe ; at 
which time there came in 
alſo a 'grave man- from 
Cittadella, . who deman- 
ded of Spiraz if hee knew 
him,or not; he ng 
his eye-lids and not ſud- 


denly remembring| him, . 


the 
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the man ſaid to him; 1 
am Presbiter . Astonie 
Fontanina ; |' was with 
you at Venice, ſome 8, 
weeks ſince: © © cur. 
* ſed day (ſayd Spira)O 
*curled day : O thatI 
* had never gone thi- 
*ther, would God I 
* had then died. 
Afterwards came in a 
Prieſt called *Bernardi- 
nu Sardonew: bringing 
with him a booke of 
Exorciſmes , to conjure 
this divell: whom when 
Spira ſaw , ſhaking his 
head he ſaid: 


"©[am verily perſwa- 


E « ded 
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* ded indeed 2 that God 
* hath left mce to the 
* povver of the divells: 
7 wi ſuckithey are, as 
* axenotto be found in 
*©yaurLetanic : neither 
will they becafſt out by 
ſpds :- The Prieſt pro- 
teeding in; his intended 
purpole.; with a ſtrange 
yncounth: gefture', and a 
lond voice , adjured the 
Spixit to come 1nts 8pi- 
na's tongue, and toan- 
{wer: Spiraderiding his 
fruitlefle labour, with a 
{ſigh turned. from him. 
A Biſhop being there 
preſent, ſaid to Spira, 
brother 
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brother God: kiath put 
vertue into the Word 
and Sacramonts. 2. and 
wee: haye: uſed the ohe 
means, andfin& not thar 
cffe& which we deltre : 
ſhall wee tric the efficacie 
of the Sacraments,ſurely 
if you take-it. as a trie 
Chriſtian ought to re- 
ceive, the body  atd 
bloud of Chriſt; itwill 
proovea {overaigne me- 
dicine for - your 'ſcke 
ſoule. 

*© This 4.cannot i do 
* (anſwered hee) for 
"they that have no right 
«to the promiſes, have 
E 2 no 
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© no right to the ſeales : 
© the Euchariſt was ap- 
©* pointed onely for be- 
= $149 » if | wyee : have 
*not faith, we cate and 
*drinke judgement to 
© our ſelves : I received 
ir about a. moneth 
«ſince , - but I'did not 
*well in ſo doing,, for 
*I rooke (it by con- 
« ſtrainr, and ſo I tooke 
*jit:to my-deeper con- 
** demnation. 

Here Yergeriw began 
to importune him ear- 
neſtly to beware, that 
he did not wilfully reſiſt 
grace, & pur himſelf out 


of 
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of haven : — 
vehemently, by all -the 
lovethat was betweene 
them: by the love which 
hee bare to his chil- 
dren, yea to his owne 
ſoule : that he would ſet 
himſelfe ſeriouſly, to re- 
turne to that faith and 
hope, which once hee 
had in the. death of 
Chriſt, with many fach 
like words : Spira ha- 
ving heard much of the 
like matter formerlic : 
& being ſomewhat mo- 
ved, ſaid, © Youdo but 
** repeat Vergerius, what 
"*ſhould I hope ? why 
E a ſhould 
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*©hould Ebelceye ? God 
* hath taken faith from 
** mee : ſhew mee then 
*whither I ſhall goe : 
* ſhew' mee a haven 
{© whereto I ſhall retire : 
*you tell mec of Gods 
* mercy , whenas God 
* hath caſt:mce off : you 
« tell mee of Chriſts in- 
*terceſsion ;'I have de- 
Feniced him : you; cons 
** mand mee to beleceve;, 
**I fay I cannot : you 
go bring mee. no. com- 
* fort: your command 
* 3s as'1mpolsible for 
©* me to obey, as to keep 
"the Morall Law: it 


cc you 


LE 


- 


= my f Fi ie 4 


Francis Spira, 
you ſhould perſwade 
* onerolove God, with 
* all his heart, ſoule ahd 
*ſrengrh';'! and God 
*gives him not” the 
"power, can he pore 
"forme your dehire ? 
«doth not the church 
* teachus to ſing, direct 
* as,O Lord,to love thy 
*commandements: hy- 
* poctites- ſay thar- the 

*love God 'with all 
*their heart, bat 'they 
*lye: for my part, I will 
**not lye, - but tell you 
* Plainely; ſuch is my 
"*caſe, that though you 
* ſhould neverſo much 
E. 4 my 
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* much. importune mee 
"tro hope or beleeve, 
*thoughlT deſire it, yer 
*©Icannot: for God ( as 
* a puniſhment of my 
« wickedneſle ) hath ta- 
* ken away from me all 
* his ſaving graces; 
« faith, hopes and all : 
*I am not the man 
« therefore that you take 
« mee for: belike you 
**thinke I delight in 
© this eſtate, if I could 
- © conceive but the leaſt 
« ſparke of hope of a 
« better eſtate hereaf- 
«ter, I would not re- 


«fuſe to endure the 
* moſt 


rancis Spira. 
©* moſt | heavie © weight 
© of the wrath of that 
« orcat God , yea, for 
<«rwenty.thouſand years, 
*fo that I might ar 
«length attaine to the 
* end of that miſery, 
« wwhich I now know 
« wilt bee cternall, but 
I tell you, my will 
*is wounded : who 
« longs more to be- 
*©leevethenl doe ?. but 
« all the ground-worke 
*ot my hope is quite 
« o0ne; for if the te- 
*{timonies of holy 
« Scripture bee true ( as 
* they are maſtcerraialy 
EZ wcuc} 
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*true)-is-:inot | this as 
«true: whoſoever de- 
«nies mee before men, 
* him( ſaith Chriſt )will 
« I denie before my Fa- 
** ther which is in hea- 
* yen? is natthis proper- 
© ly my caſe, as ifit had 
« purpoſely . beene in- 
«tended againſt this ve* 
*ry perſon of mine? & 
* I pray you, what ſhall 
« become of ſuch as 
* Chriſt denicth, ſeeing 
there is no other 
« Name under heaven, 
* whereby you looketo 
« bee ſaved ? what faith 
« Saint Paul to the 
0. - 4 Blrentd 
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& Hebrewes:?\, It :18::1m+ Heb.6: 
« polsible forthoſe who 

* were once enlightned; 

« and have taſted of the 

** heavenly gift» '& were 

* madepartakers of the 

© Holie Ghoſt, -if they 

© fall away, to berenu- 

«ed tq repentance: what 
«can be more plaine a- 

* gainſt me ?. Is not that 

« Scripture alſo; it wee 
*ſinne wilfully after and +0. 
« wee have reccived the * 

« Knowledge: of the 

* truth, there remaineth 
<©no more facrihce for 

_ * finne,": but a certaine 
looking for of judge- 


men : 


3 Pet. 3, 
21, 
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* ment : the Scripture 
© ſpeakes of mee, Saint 
*<Paul means me, S. 
* «Peter tels me, it had 
* been better I had not 
*knowne the way of 
* Righteouſnefle, then | 
* after I have knowne, 
**toturne from the holy 
**commandement : if it 
** had beene better I had 
"not known, and yet 
*then my condemna- 
*tion had beene moſt 
**certaine: doe you not 
"*ſee evidently , that I 
* have wilfully denied 


*<the known truth 


 '* may juſtly expe& not 


* onely 


mm "37 
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* onely damnation, but 
«worſe, if worſe. may 
* be imagined: God 
»* will have mee under- 
goe the juſt puniſh- 
ment of my ſinne, and 
** make mecan example 
* ofhis wrath for your 
"ſakes; 
The:'company. ..pre- 
ſeat ,-admired his: dil- 
courſe, ſo grievoully ac- 
cuſing himſelfe of his 
fore-paſt life; ſo. gravely 
and wiſely dilating,con- 
cerning the judgements 
of God that they then 
were convinced , that 
it was not- frenzie orc 
madneſle, 


cc 
cc 


103 


104 
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madneſſe; 'that had poſ- 
ſeffed-him ; and being 
4s iewere, in admiratti- 
on of his eſtate, Spira 
proceeded againe inthis 
manner:; Take. beed t0 
your ſelves, it-ta no light of 
eafte matter to bee a Chri- 
ſtian ; it i not baptiſme, 
or. reading of the Scrip- 
tures, or boaſting of faith 
in Chriſt ( though even 
theſe are good ) thats can 
proove one to be an abſo- 
Imte Chriſtian : you know 
what I ſaid before, there 
muſt be a conformity in 
life , a Chriſtian muſt bee 
ſtrong, unconquerable , 
n08 
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La. 


Ira, 


LR obſcure 


profeſſions ht. weſalwe 3, 
expreſſing ' the insage - of 
Cbriſh, ' and - bolding out 
againſt all. oppoſition $0 
the laſt breath : heawmſ# 
give all diligence by. righ- 
tcom{ne[[2, and bolineſſe>to 
make hu caling and ele- 
Hiown ſure; many there are 
that ſnatch at the promi{es 
in the Goſpel, as if they 
undoubtedly did belong to 
tbem, and yet they remains 
ſluggiſh , and careleſſe 
and beeing flattered by 
the things of uhu preſent 
world , they paſſe is their 
courſe in quietneſſe and 
ſecur 
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ſeeurizie a1 if they were the 
onely happie 'men ;\ whom 
wevertheleſſe the Lord in 
but providence bath ordai- 
ned to cternall wrath , as 
you may ſee in $. Lukes 


Luk. 15. rich man, thus it was with 


meextherefore take heed. 
Then came one of his 
Nephews and offered 
him ſome ſuſtenance , 
which he diſdainfully 
refuſing, ſo moved the 
youngmans choler, that 
hee charged him with 
hypocrilie and diſsimu- 
lation, or frenzie;, to 
whom. S$yira gravely an- 
wering, faid: 
You 


{ 
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Tou may interpret the 
matter 41 you will, but | am 
ſure, I am not only the A- 
For,but the ar gument, and 
matter of the Tragedy, 
I would it were frenxie » 
either fained or true ; for 
if it were fained, I could 
put it off at pleaſure , if 
it were 4 reall frenxy, yet 
there were ſome hope left 
of Gods mercie, whereas 
now there is none, for | 
know that God hath pro- 
nounced mee an enemie, 
and guiltie of high Trea- 
ſon againſt hu Majeſtic ; 
I am 4 caſt-away, av4ſ- 
[aile of wrath: yet dare 
467 
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you callit-diſſembling and 
frengie, and can mocke 
at the formidable 'exam- 
ple of the heavis wrath of 
God, that ſhould teach you 
feare and terrour . but # 
tu naturall to the fleſh, ei» 
ther out of malice or igno+ 
ance, to ſpeake perverſly 
of the workes of God, the 
atural man diſcerneth 
not of the things that are 
of God, becauſe they are 
ſpiritually diſcerned. 

How can this be (ſaid 
Gribauldw ) that you can 
thus excellently  dif- 
courſe of the judge- 
ments of God, and of 
the 


Francis Spira. 
the graces of his holie 
Spiritsthat you finde the 
want of them »'and car- 
neftly defixe them; and 
yet. you / thinke! you 
are utterly deprived of 
them, | 

Take this For. certaine 
(ſaid hee ) . 1-want. the 


Maine grace gf. all ,..an4 


that-which i abſolute y-u6x 
eafſativ; and Got doth mar 
wy. times extart moſt true 
and trange raſtimonies of 
his Majeſties. juſtice and 
Wercie..  Je4-0ut of. the 
manthes of veris. repro- 
bates, for even ludas, af- 
tet: "or bad betr ayed bi 
; Maſter , 
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Mar 2. Myfter was conſtrained 


to confeſſe hu finne , and 
to juſtifie the innocencie 
of Chriſt", and therefore 
if T1 doethe likes it is no 
new or ſtrange matter : 
God hath taken faith from 
meets and left mee other 
common gifts, for my dee- 
per condemnation , by bow 
much the more I remens- 
ber what Thad, and beare 
others diſcourſe of 'whad 
they have, by ſo much #he 
more it my tormentsin that 
I know what I want, and 
how there i no way to bee 
relieved. 

Thus ſpake hee, the 


recares 
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teares - all "che while 


_ trickling downe ; pro- 


feſsing . that: his.\pangs 
were . ſuch, - as\ that the 
damned wights -in hell 
endure not the like mi- 
ſerie; that hiseſtate was 
worſe, then that of Cain 
or 1udar, and therefore 
hee deſired to die: yet 
bebold ( faith hee.) the 


Scriptures are accompliſh. Rey.g.6. 


ed in mee , they ſhall defire 
to die , and death ſball flie 
from them, and verily , 
hee ſeemed exceedingly 
to. feare, leſt his life 
ſhould bee drawne out 
to alonger thread : and 
finding 


| 


hd 
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finding no:cafe; orreft; 
ever and 'anone cried 
out : 0 miſerable wretch 
0 miferable wrench . chen 
turning / 16: the Com. 
pany: hee. - befought 
thern-in/this manner. :-/ 
wi.0 Brethren, take a di: 
livene 124 (to Jour tife ; 8 i 
make more account of the 

gifts of Bods:ſpiryt then I 
[> crone lrarweito bes 
miſery, thinke not 

rs; $—ar-ey in 
bexauſe you underſtand 

Jomenting of be :@Qoſpe/; 

rake heed you. xrow not 

fecare on that ground, be 
conflans and immoveable 
do in 
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in the maintaining of your 
profeſſion, confeſſe even 

wotill death if VIS be called 

thereto :\ be "that loverh 


father, mother; brothers , " Lak, 14. 


fſters, ſons, daughters, © 
kindred, howſos,' lawds' 
more then Chriſt, "it Wh 
worthie of him. ''' 919 
Theſe words (- ric 
they) doe not fort1ike 
the words'of '# wicked 
Reprobarte. " 3 bns. 
Þ doe but berein”ii- 
tate ( -faid Spira) thertch 
Glutton in the Goſpe# who 
though in hell; "yet"'was 
carefull that his brethren 
ſhould not - come to that 
þlace 
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place of torment : and. I 
ſayto you Brethren, take 
heed of this miſerable e- 
ftate wherein | am. 

Then turning him- 
ſelfe to certaine young 
men. that were preſent, 
hee deſired them to con- 
ceive him aright: © 1 
* doe not ſpeak this, to 
<*derqgate from the cer- 
* rainve of ſaving. faith, 
and the promiles,-of 
*the..Goſpel, for they 
© are moſt ſurei;; but 
*©take heed of. relying 
* on. ...that | Faith that 
* works not a holy and 
* unblameable life,wor- 
thy 


Francis apita. 
*thy:: of | a;Þ&letver 
"red meeg5cit : "nil 
2 faile 3:4 have xtiedin : 
Fo. preſuratdſl badigec- 
*$ce tho right faith, y 
- © preachediitito others, 
<Þ.: had all- places: of 
7;Scahiganire immemorte, 
Tthat might ſapportie: 
« thought my! ſebfe 
fure; andin the reane 
* time}; living impioul- 
3h and dreveſly 65 be< 
Cold) :mowtthe judge-' 
| Eennrany God haveo- 
= mere/ u [notro 
" corradtiimburrocon” 
:deranaridn , ard novw* 
or would have mec 


F *cro 
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ro belceve, bir irwvill 
"not. bee;”' for I feele 
200 late ;-: that good 
"*chingy | ong- onely 
**tolſudhocs: are\pood . 
*© whole ſinnes'.are” co- 
*vered with Chriſts 
* deathrrand bloud/, 7as 
«with ©, 41 'wvaile, : and 
* guarded with his righ- 
«<tecous monits-from' the 
© foudrof 'Gods warth , 
© even ai witha hes 
«wall:;; left: miſerable 
* mortals: {ſhould :bee 
© ſwallowed up : vwith 
thegreatneſſe of their | 
« finnes: +; . 'Bur asfor 
© mec,. I have as it were 
« ywil- 


” 
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« wilfully .vvith mine 
« hands pulled downe 
« this rampire ;;. behind 
ly | «which 1 might have 
I. | «reſted in fafetic, and 
o- | © now are the ſwelling 
ts | © waters come even to 
»1 my ſoule: and I am 
id | © caſt away. 
h. One of. his familiar 
he | friends chanced to ſay, 
h, | that certainly he was 0- 
ie | vercome with melan- 
le | -choly, which being 0- 
ee verheard, Spirs anſwe- 
ch'1 - xed-! | 
It | « Well, bee it ſo, ſee- 
or | ing you will needs 
« haye it ſo; for thus 
F 2 


«alſo 
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«alſo 'is Gods'' wrath 
© manifeſted againſt me 
« 3n that. hee hath taken 
«from mee the-uſe 'of 
«mine underſtandi 

«and reaſon , ſo as 1 
*can -neither rightly c- 
*ſtceme and :judge of 
«my diſtemper, - nor 
* hopeof remedie': you 
© fee Brethren, whata 
« dangerous thing itis , 
cc hos Or Ray if 
*rhings that concerne 
* Gods gloric : efpeci- 
**ally ro difſcmble upon 
« anie termes : Whit a 
« fearcfull thing is it to 


*© be neares and almoſt a 
* Chri- 


Prancis Spira. 

« Chriſtian ; never was 
« the like example to 
« this' of mine: and 
* therefore if you bee 
'« wife; you will ſeri- 
© ouſly conſider therof, 
* Oh that God would 
& letlooſe his hand from 
%tme ; that it were with 
* me now, as in times 
** paſt, I would (corn the 
« threats of the moſt 
*« cruell Tyrants, beare 
*torments with invin- 
« cible reſolution, and 
'«cploric in the outward 
* profeſsion of Chrift 
«till I were choked in 
* the flame, and my 
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* body conſumed to a- 
ſhes. 

You ſay you are de- 
ſperate, O Spira ( ſaid 
+ aur why then doe you 
not ſtrive with ſome 
weapon or other, vio- 
lently to make an end of 
your life, as deſperate 
men uſe to doe? Let mee 
have a {word ( ſayd Spi- 
ra) why what would 
you doe with it ( quoth 
they ) I cannot tell you 
( ſaid hee) what thi 
minde would move me to 
pon occaſion , nor what I 
would doe. 

They perceiving {mal | 

effect 
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effect of alt this their la- 
bour ; but.cather that he 
grew: worle : for the a- 
voiding of| concourſe of 
people; for everie : day 
ſeldome fewer then 20: 
continued with\him,, & 
ro: ſtop the”! cotirſe of 
fame, which was con- 
tinually blowneabroad 
of him; they.conſulc to 
carry him backeragaine 
into his owne coun- 
trey. : and ,, thoſe his 
friends. that; : came-+ to 
comfort him.; began. to 
take their leaves of him: 
Vergeriwaraong the reſt, 
required, that at. their 

F4 parting 
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parting they might pray 
rogether with him : Spi- 
re -hardly. confented; 
and 'as unwillingly/per- 
formed: for hee ſaid; 
« My: heart is eſtranged. 
«from God, 'I cannor 
«calb him Farher from 
« my heart, all good 
©* motions are nowquite 
« gone; my heartis' full 
«of matedition, ha- 
«tred, and blaſphemy 
* againſt God ; I hinde 1 
« grovwy more and more 
« hardned in hearty and 
«cannot ſtoope nor 
*helpe my ſelfe, your 
*prayers for'mee ſhall 
rurne 
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* turne to Your .Owne 
« benefit, they can doe 
©*© mee no good. 
Vergerius came to 
take his leave of him, 
whom Spiraembracing, 
ſaid,**Although I know 
* chat nothing can bring 
*any benefit to mee a 
*Reprobate, but thar 
* eyery thing ſhall tend 
* to my deeper condem- 
**nation, yetI give you 
* moſt hearty thankes , 
'*for your kinde office 
*otlove and good will, 
* andthe Lord returnc 
*It unto you witha 
F 5. © plen- 
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© plentifull increaſe of 
*all good. 

The next day being 
brought downe to his 
intended ' Tourney, by 
the way looking round 
about him with a ghaſt- 
ly looke, ke ſaw a knife 
lying on a Table, to 
which he running haſti- 
ly ſnatched hold of ; as 
intending to miſchiefe 
himſelfe, bur his friends 
laying hold of him, 
ſtopped him in his pur- 
pole : whereupon with 
indignation, hee ſaid, 
**I would I were,above 
* God 
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« God., for I know hee 
| * will have no mercy 
* on me. 
Thus went he home- 


wards, often . ſaying, 


that the envied the con= 


ditionof Cain and Iudas: 


hee lay about 8. weekes 
in this caſe,in a continus 
all burning, neither de- 
firing, nor receiving a- 
ny thing but by force, 
and - that withour diſ- 
geſtion : '{o ſpent, that 
hee appeared a perfect 
Anatomie ; exprelsing 
to the.view, nothing 
but ſfinevwes and bones; 
yehement- 


125. 
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vehemently raging for 
drinke , eyerpining, yet 
fearefull ro live long, 
dreadfull of hell, yer co- 
veting death ;-in a con- 
tinuall corment, yet his 
own tormentour : and 
thrrs -confuming him- 
ſee ' with griefe and 
horrour, impatience, & 
deſpaire , like a livin 

man in Hell, hee repre- 
ſented an extraordinary 
example of the juſtice 
and power of God : and 
thus ( as farre as appea- 
reth) within a few dayes 
after his arriyall at his 
owne 
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owne home, hedepar- 
ted this preſent life. Yer 
an paws; 2s ro make us 
remember , that ſecret 
things belong wmto the 
Lord our God, but cha- 
ritie to. man, to teach 
him to hope all things. 


- 
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noncy exam- 
ples of Divine Ju- 
Rice God never inten- 
ded for a nine dayes 
wonder : elſe would hee 
when hee exemplifh d 
Lots wife have turned 
her into a ſtatue of melt- 
ing ſnow, not of laſtin 

ſalt, which ſtood as 
Toſephuu tells us, till his 
age, after the deſtrution 
of- Teruſalem : and as 
ſome Travellers report , 
till at this day : wt quod- 
dam 
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dam hominibu preſtaret 
condimentum quo ſapians 
wwde illnd caveatur ex- 
emplum, Aug. de. civis. 
Dei. lib. 16. c. 30. fora 
ſeaſon againſt corrup- 
tion, a preſervative a- 
gainft Apoſtacie. This 
Tragedy, when freſh 
and new, was the con- 
verſion and confirma-: 
tion of ſundry Worth- 
ies: Pergeriw a daily 
ſpeator thereof, forſa- 
King a rich Biſhopricke 
of Iuſtinopolit, 5] rents 
of Antichriſt-, went 
to Bafil, and dyed a 


worthy 


130 
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worthy Proteſtant: ma- 
ny. Nations had. Eye- 
witneſſes of their owwne 
Students, then in the 


Vniverſitic of Padua 


who penned the Story , 
the Copies wherot are 
frequently revived : our 
Engliſh ones were very 
defetive, and. now 
worne out of ſhoppes 
and hands, ſundry ma- 
——— of this abroad 
=—_ et, which mo- 
ved mee to compare this 
labour of a worth 

Gentleman ( who faith- 
fully tranſlated it out of 


Italians 
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Italian, French, and 
Datch Letters )woichthe. 
Latine of' Celims Secun- 
duty Curie, Matthew Gri- 
bauldu; '' profeſſors of 
the Civill Law: :1n; Pa- 
dua: 'Sigiſmund Gelow a 
Tranfilvanian, Henricus 
Scotw, all daily viſitors 
of Spira,and finde it ac- 
cord: with them; Tou- 
ching 'Spiraes:perſon., I 
binds ol Mend Wri- 
ters) to incline to the 
right, and; hopefull 
hand : - moved by his 
{weet,humble,and cha- 
ritable ſpeeches : ſome 
teww deſperate ones ex- 


cepted, 


23 
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cepted., that fell from 
him in ſome little: ago- 
nies, which | kept | him 
faſting and watching a- 
bonr f1x moneths ſpace, 
cating nothing but what 
was forced downe his 
throat. The ſum of Cal- 
Tins and Borrhaw their 
their counſels ( who 
writ largely of the ufc 
of this pattern)is'that all 
learne to take heed of 
backe-ſliding., which 
Gods ſoule abhorres; 
and not'to dally: with 
Conſcience, and hell on 
earth , if. juſtly incen- 
ſed; more to be feared 

then 


Francis Spira. 
then the Spaniſh Inqui- 
ſition, or all the Strap- 
padoes and torments 1n 
the world, and to take 
heed of Spira's princi- 
pall Errors; which were 
to diſpute with Satan 
over bulily in time of 
weakeneſle : eſpecially 
to reaſon, and con- 


clude from __ 


ſenſe : to Gods paſt 
Reprobation, and fu- 
tureDamnation ; both 
which is hard, if poſ- 
ſible for any man to 
determine in his owne, 
much more in others 
caſes : ſo commending 

thee 
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theero his grace who is 
able ro eſtabliſh thee to 
theend::: Ibid thee fare- 
well; and-hope well, 
whilethe fpace of Grace 
lafteth, Dum ſpiras fpe- 
ra: ſo mayeſt thou take 
good and no: hurt ,- by 
the reading of this terri- 
ble arms A 
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